
Subject Specific Vocabulary
Light Is a form of energy which our sense of sight can detect. 

Light source Light comes from different sources. Our main natural light source is 
the sun, other sources can include light bulbs and torches. 

Dark When no light can be seen. 

Absence of light When no light can be seen and it is dark. 

Transparent When light can pass through an object so that you can see through it. 

Translucent When some light can pass through an object but it is not clear to see 
through. 

Opaque When the object blocks light from travelling through it.

Shiny Usually a smooth surface, which is bright because it reflects light. 

Matt Something that is dull and flat without a shine. 

Surface The outside of an object or top layer of something. 

Shadow A darker outline that appears on a surface when a person or thing is 
blocking the light of the sun or another source of light. 

Reflect A surface that allows light to bounce off it. 

Mirror A smooth surface that shows images of the objects near it. Typically 
made of glass which reflects a clear image. 

Sunlight Light from the sun. Our main natural light source. 

Dangerous Likely to cause harm, injury or major problems. 

Straight lines Light travels in straight lines, travelling from light sources until it hits 
the surface of an object. 

Light rays A light ray is a model of light, which is shown as a straight line and 
shows how the light is travelling. 

Y5/6: How can you light up your life?

Sticky Knowledge
Light appears to travel in straight lines, and we see objects when light 
from them goes into our eyes. 

The light may come directly from light sources, but for other objects 
some light must be reflected from the object into our eyes for the 
object to be seen. 

Objects that block light (are not fully transparent) will cause shadows. 
Because light travels in straight lines the shape of the shadow will be 
the same as the outline shape of the object.


